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EICTA comments on the Draft RSPG Opinion  

 on streamlining the regulatory environment for the use of spectrum  

 

Brussels, 29 September, 2008 

 

EICTA appreciates this opportunity to comment on the RSPG opinion document on 
streamlining the regulatory environment for the use of spectrum. We are fully aware that 
an effective and efficient procedure of agreeing and deciding on conditions how to use the 
relevant parts of the European spectrum is essential for the entire industry in order to make 
innovative and successful investments. 
 
We understand that this Opinion is rather focusing on needs to improve the spectrum 
related work on license-exempt spectrum, but think that some of the thoughts expressed in 
the document are applicable to other areas, too. While recognizing RSPG’s view on the 
current process as outlined in sections 1, 2, and 3, EICTA would like to concentrate on 
section 4 and 5 which give some assessment and recommendations on the related 
procedures. 
 

Confidence of spectrum stakeholders 

 

Confidence of all stakeholders in the process of making decisions for the use of spectrum 
is an important factor of promoting and facilitating industry investments. We entirely agree 
with RSPG that transparency on how and why decisions are being made is vital to achieve 
the goals indicated in the document. 
 
This is of particular relevance for parameters and usage conditions associated with any 
given spectrum part. We agree that both a proper initial definition and the capabilities of 
applying changes and/or amendments of/to these conditions based on systematically 
feedback of the various stakeholders are essential. Any changes, however, must take into 
consideration not to endanger existing spectrum users, because this would be detrimental 
to gaining confidence. Likewise, international agreements in particular on internationally 
harmonized bands must be kept valid as much as possible. 
 
We also support RSPG’s view that EC and ECC Decision covering the same subject should 
be aligned to avoid ambiguities, delays and extra effort. To some extent this process has 
been already started, but will need completion. We understand, however, that full 
coordination might not always be possible e.g. due to the deviating geo-political scope of 
the associated Decisions, but we would strongly recommend to consider procedures which 
allow savings of time consuming double work where ever possible. 



 
Coherence between activities of EC, CEPT and ETSI 

 

EICTA fully shares the view of RSPG that mandates and responses of CEPT and ETSI 
should be closer coordinated both in time and content to ensure most efficient usage and 
to avoid unnecessary delays due to misinterpretations and add-on steps for further 
clarifications. We also welcome any approach undertaken between TCAM and RSC to 
identify commonalities on spectrum management issues and to lever potentials for 
improvements where useful. 
 
Keeping in mind that CEPT responses to EC mandates are increasingly made under a 
certain time pressure, subsequent public consultations are a useful instrument to achieve 
transparency and consistency of the information and the approach taken. To that extent, 
we follow RSPG’s opinion that ideally EC Decisions based on CEPT responses should not 
be finalized prior to the final results of the public consultation of the related CEPT 
document. While this may take additional time, this will in many cases avoid further steps 
and, hence, delays. So, overall the result would be actually better. 

 

How to streamline the decision mechanisms etc 

 

Given the fact that spectrum at least in the most valuable range below 6 GHz will 
increasingly be required and remains – even increases - to be a precious resource, any 
action should be welcome to achieve most efficient spectrum usage. In this context, 
avoiding harmful interference may be rather seen as a minimum requirement. 
 
EICTA explicitly welcomes that for the sake of this overall target all stakeholders should be 
invited to express their views and to be taken into account in a fair and transparent way. 
Likewise, we agree that effective consideration and due enforcement of related parameters 
is a must to achieve this goal and to maintain and improve credibility. 
We also widely share RSPG’s view on both short term and long term recommendations on 
how to improve the process environment. Basically, CEPT and ETSI are to align their views 
on the spectrum sharing conditions which is not only of short term significance, but is a 
must for long term considerations as well. Likewise, we would like to invite TCAM and RSC 
to more closely cooperate on avoiding parallel effort for similar spectrum related issues. 
 
EICTA would, however, also like to express that long-term recommendations should not 
only outline on topics which are related to license-exempt areas, but should also include 
considerations on all areas including specific licenses where appropriate in order to more 
closely coordinate amongst the EU Member States. We think that this investigation could 
be useful already in parallel to the ongoing changes of the spectrum framework. 
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EICTA MEMBERSHIP 
 
 
 
 
About EICTA: 
 
EICTA, founded in 1999 is the voice of the European digital technology industry, which 
includes large and small companies in the Information and Communications Technology 
and Consumer Electronics Industry sectors. It is composed of 59 major multinational 
companies and 40 national associations from 28 European countries. In all, EICTA 
represents more than 10,000 companies all over Europe with more than 2 million 
employees and over EUR 1,000 billion in revenues. 
 
The membership of EICTA: 

 
Company Members: 
Adobe, Agilent, Alcatel-Lucent, AMD, Apple, Bang & Olufsen, Brother, Canon, Cisco, 
Corning, Dell, EADS, Elcoteq, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Hitachi, HP, IBM, Infineon, Ingram 
Micro, Intel, JVC, Kenwood, Kodak, Konica Minolta, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Micronas, 
Microsoft, Motorola, NEC, Nokia, Nokia Siemens Networks, Nortel, NXP, Océ, Oki, 
Oracle, Panasonic, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Research In Motion, Samsung, Sanyo, 
SAP, Sharp, Siemens, Sony, Sony Ericsson, STMicroelectronics, Sun Microsystems, Texas 
Instruments, Thales, Thomson, Toshiba, UMC, Xerox. 
 
 
National Trade Associations: 
Austria: FEEI; Belarus: INFOPARK; Belgium: AGORIA; Bulgaria: BAIT; Cyprus: CITEA; 
Czech Republic: ASE, SPIS; Denmark: DI ITEK, IT-Branchen; Estonia: ITL; Finland: FFTI; 
France: ALLIANCE TICS, SIMAVELEC; Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI; Greece: SEPE; Hungary: 
IVSZ; Ireland: ICT Ireland; Italy: ANIE, AITech-ASSINFORM; Malta: ITTS; Netherlands: 
ICT~Office, FIAR; Norway: ABELIA, IKT Norge; Poland: KIGEiT, PIIT; Romania: APDETIC; 
Slovakia: ITAS; Slovenia: GZS; Spain: AETIC, ASIMELEC; Sweden: IT&Telekomföretagen; 
Switzerland: SWICO, SWISSMEM; Turkey: ECID, TESID, TÜBISAD; Ukraine: IT Ukraine; 
United Kingdom: INTELLECT. 
 
 

 
 
 


